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^Rowland Evans and^Robert Novak 

ffcars for the Contras 


/) ^ The yw-long struggle b y Coi I 
n toe jVjttgea to survive as aTJational 
^cuWty Cound 1 staffer ended Mon- 

"““"y dismissal while 
alarm bells on Nicaragua he had set 
off sounded ail over VilZnfion 
It was Menges who alerted conser- 
vatives that Philip Habib, special en- 

KtenMfc? America - >*<1 painted 
Resident Reagan mto a comer over 

ml m C T tra »f iernlJa3 ' 1,131 service 
“* y ^ ke Menges a hero on the 
"JUJ** 11 brought comments of 
good riddance within the national se- 
curity bureaucracy. Only a written 
appeal Monday by Menges averted 

S? v C ^ gt ^ 9 office ,ocks 

cut up his White House pass. 

kicking out a Reaganite from the 
NSC^f would explain a current phe- 
" Washmgton. ProcoSS 
J^^JConffeas have not truly 
Z® t T M * ured ^ renewed pledges 
from adnanotrabon officials, ranging up 
to Ronald Reagan, of support for the 
anticommunist resistance in Nicaragua. 
Misgivings of a sellout persist 

Until his dismissal Monday 
Menges was one of two NSC senior 

KSorILm 16> 3380ciat « d ^tb 

them 9 h? jf! 8 ? 11 campaign. Eleven of 
them, headed by Adm. John Poindex- 
ter (a regular Navy officer serving as 
national security adviser), are career 
government employees. 

“ 3 bart-line anticom- 

f%*'*'F* could not tolerate 
Menges activities outside the bu- 
reaucracy. Although punctilious in 
mth toe press, Menges 
^^-“Sfrvative contacts 

SSu-Sti" 1 d8ewbere - He was 

Sto aummer as the NSC’s 

*P“" director and 
shifted to “public diplomacy.’' 

u? 8 Msojes out of policy mak- 
ujb^ rem^ so nettfcsome ^ 
ff" d ?tor iwnted him out entirely. 
Simultaneously. Menges spread the 

£? ta D^ dor U 

S^ to rt 2 e ^ l *^ ,,8Pe * a,nen - Al- 
the State Department has in. 

nee" “nothing 

yyytoj to rn past policy by 
^ton*ig of the contras 
<* 3 Conta- 

«*» frefty between the Sandinisu re- 
gone and its neighbors. 


,. Thu *’ toe congressional right over 
the past two weeks has engaged in a 
two-track campaign to influence the 
President The first track, saving 
Mfjf 8 - hopeless from the start, 
o think that Reagan would even con- 

k Kte LS? I 7 lling 3 P er30nn « 1 decision by 
™s NSC director betrays total misun- 
derstanding of how this president dele- 
gates authority. 

,,. T? ! l L < * her ***> ^tong Reagan to 
*? w toe contras, resulted from Menges’ 
alatm* Rep. Dan Burton predictably got 
nwbere with a letter askfagttejxS 
aent for a meeting with concerned GOP 
eongrosemen. But one of its signers. 


^J^ c , Kem P’ raised the issue by 
depmtog from the agenda May 12 at 
t.™** meeting between the presi- 
dent and Rejwblican leaders, 

Reagan reassured Kemp that there 
was no chance of withdrawing U.S. 
snpport from the contras. He said the 

15 «■»» **> 
WV May 16 with 3 

session presided over by 
the president. Accprding to reports 
^‘"gCapitol Hill, nobody support- 
“ 3b,b ^ h« 20-minute argu- 
ment for a Contadora-type solution/ 

According to White House sources 
Helms on his Oval Office visit handed 

he “SSJrt? 1 * lette u propos 'ng that 
ne undo the grave harm caused by 

Ambassador Habib's letter.’’ Using 

language similar to Rep. Burton’s the 

nwl 7 c Ay*™ 23 " presidents the 
United States will not undertake a 
military rescue of their people” and 
.^t^Uy reduce" theiTSnomic 

Until the president takes that line 
^o^yvattvro wiil be tormented by 
Won such as these: Why was Ray- 
Jj»nd Burghardt, Menges’ successor at 

aLJSP’i ^ f , USL We ? t t0 Central 

America to perfect the Contadora 
agreemMt, whose conclusion would 
doom the contras? Why was hardliner 
Atonadapatched Sunday to the Soviet 
Union far consultations on Central 
™nenca, removing him from action at 
^ ^chmacto moment? And why was 
Constantine Menges, not Phil Habib 
»ven his pink slip Monday morning? 
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